Martin had been right when he remarked that governmental authorities were discouraging foreign excavation in China. In fact, already in 1930 China had passed its Law on the Preservation of Ancient Objects, prohibiting archaeological excavation by foreigners and domestic sale of objects to foreigners. A year later, in 1931, the law had been expanded upon. was adopted, the Explanation commenting on the law called the nation's archaeological abilities 'very weak' and appealed to institutions to leave the 'relics untouched under ground' until techniques for excavation were improved.4 Under these 1982 provisions foreign participation in excavations remained prohibited, unless a host of Chinese institutions, including the departments of National Defense, Foreign Affairs, Public Security and State Security, and the State Council, had issued special permission.5
At the end of the twentieth century foreign field research was resumed in Inner Mongolia through partnerships between Chinese and foreign institutes and, unofficially, by independent field projects.6 With or without foreign participation, the archaeological finds in Inner Mongolia are staggering. Murphy reports the discovery of some fifteen thousand historical relic sites in Inner 
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In the 1970s Chinese archaeologist and historian Gai Shanlin conducted extensive field research on the historic sites related to the Öngüt of Inner Mongolia. 
